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What a delight to see so many of our members at the April meeting, 

Wonderful!  

There was quite a lot of discussion re. fees.  It was suggested that there be a 

reduction to $20 if we are to remain at the RSL centre for our meetings next 

year, although Glenda very kindly checked with the staff of the library, and 

they advised us to inform them in September if we would like to book as the 

library is supposed!! to be finished by the end of 2016?  It was also suggested 

that fees be reduced to $20 anyway, to encourage new members.   

On the subject of accumulated finance, do we think some of it could be used to 

subsidize some of our activities?  eg. cost of accommodation for our workshop 

weekend, or perhaps a minibus trip to suppliers of decoupage 

supplies.  Please let us know your thoughts on the subject at our meeting.  

The workshop for our next meeting (12th June) will be mother of pearl and 

tortoiseshell background..   

In closing, I would like to thank the generous ladies who gave the Guild such a 

treasure trove of papers and other decoupage materials, also thank you to Sue 

for filling in for Barb.as secretary.  

Regards to you all,  

 Heather  
 President 
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Greetings All, 

Having just arrived back home after 

travelling through mid western New South 

Wales and Victoria and  along the lower 

reaches of the Murray in South Australia 

and then to far north western New South 

Wales. 

Needless to say I have not had much time 

to concentrate on decoupage or my 

secretarial duties.   

Sorry I had to miss the April meeting, but 

many thanks to Sue for taking the Minutes. 

Meanwhile, I hope you all have been busy 

working on your entries for the Ekka. 

Hopefully I did enough work on mine 

before we went away just leaving the sanding 

to be done. 

Heard along the decoupage grapevine that a 

most enjoyable time ensued– including 

some decoupage undertaken – at the recent 

Social Day in Toowoomba.  

Thankyou Sue and Roger for the hospitality 

offered to members at your home. 

As it happens, while in Renmark at our 

Caravan Club gathering Craft Session, I did 

create a little interest and encouragement 

for a few people to have a try at 

decoupaging a pearl shell pendant.   

It seems to be rather a habit as each year  

people ask “What have you got different 

this year, Barbara?”  

 It is becoming quite a challenge.  So I went 

armed with materials, cut outs from washi 

paper and a Florentine design and some 

prepared painted eggshells to produce 

miniature tiles for decorating the pendants. 

  Because of time restraints 2 coats of clear  

finger nail polish was used instead of 

lacquer.   

A number of people tried their hand, about 

half trying the eggshell tiles, while many 

more watched on.   

The news seemed to have spread, as the 

next day at the Club Markets I sold almost 

all of my pendants, and of course the 

Cinderella Boxes were also of much 

interest.  (Details of pendants included). 

Another item of interest to me was a hand 

embellished textile stage curtain in the 

Griffith Regional Theatre.  It had been 

produced by many local craft groups to a 

chosen design and then over 30 sections 

joined together.  We inspected it closely, 

after listening to its story, and I could not 

pick the joins.  All manner of textile crafts 

and materials had been used in the making.  
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On our previous travels we had seem 

similar huge textile works of art in 

Deloraine (Tas) and Peterborough (SA) 

 

Looking forward to catching up with news 

from you all at the meeting on June 12th. 

Barbara Chapple 

Secretary DGC 

 

UP AND COMING EVENTS 

June 12th       -     DGQ Meeting 

MID JULY       -     Collection of completed entries for EKKA (Details at 

Meeting) 

July (date TBA)       -    Social Day 

Sunday, Aug. 14th    -    AGM 

Sept. (date TBA)     -    Social Day 

Sunday, Oct. 2nd      -     DGQ Meeting (final arrangements for Craft Show) 

Oct. 5th - 9th             -    Craft and Quilt Fair 

Sunday 13th             -    Follow-up Workshop after Craft Fair 
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(All Meetings/Workshops will be held at VOYOGER CENTRE until further notice) 

Your support for these activities is vital for the continuing future of the Guild.  Please consider carefully your 

contribution including ideas and constructive suggestions. 

PEARL SHELL PENDANTS with  MINIATURE   EGGSHELL TILES 

Materials:Materials:Materials:Materials:  Pearl Shell Pendant, Prepared painted eggshells, Cutouts (washi paper or 

other small florals), Gold stickers, Glue (PVA or GMV), Darning needles or toothpicks, 

Water based lacquer or Clear nail varnish. 

Preparation of egg shellsPreparation of egg shellsPreparation of egg shellsPreparation of egg shells:  Remove inner membrane from egg shell, rinse and dry 

thoroughly.  (Natural shell may be used, but painted is more effective – although the 

paint creates a membrane that takes a little more persuasion to break into small 

pieces).  Apply 2 coats of paint adding a little iridescent paint to second layer if 

preferred.  Break shell into pieces about finger nail size. 
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Choose your cut outs and after deciding upon a design, glue on cut outs and define 

eggshell areas with gold sticker “lines”. 

Apply a generous amount of glue to eggshell area.  Place a piece of eggshell onto 

chosen section and press down gently with finger to break eggshell.  If egg shell does 

not  break clean use darning needles to separate pieces and push into place.  Press 

down gently with dampened sponge and continue in like manner until desired effect is 

reached. 

When dry apply several coats of lacquer or 2 coats of clear nail varnish. 

 

Mother of Pearl requirements as per previous snippets. 

Traditionally the base coat for Mother of 

Pearl is silver over 2 coats of grey for added 

depth of colour, and for Tortoiseshell gold 

over 2 coats of yellow oxide or similar. 

Subsequent layers of paint should be of light 

creamy consistency – made by mixing 1 part 

paint, 1 part retarder and 1 part water. This is 

a guide only as some paints are thicker than 

others.  The secret is the correct consistency – 

too thin results in not enough colour left, too 

thick results in pieces of tissue becoming 

embedded in surface.  Each layer should be 

DRY before proceeding to next. 

 Step 1.  Working on manageable areas, 

sponge first coat of watery paint on total 

surface.  Dab off with tissue allowing base 

colour to show through.  Dry before 

continuing. 

Step 2.   With clean sponge, apply second 

colour randomly over about ¾ of area, dab 

off and allow to dry. 

Step 3.   In like manner sponge third colour 

over ½ area, dab off and allow to dry. 

(Any of these steps may be repeated if you 

are not happy with balance of colour – 

including watery layer of silver if it has 

completely been covered) 

Step 4.   Sponge your final colour over total 

area and dab off – final colour is best pearly 

or watery coat of iridescent gold or similar) 

Suggested Colours   

• For Mother of Pearl – Base Silver, 
White, Pale blue, Pale pink, Pearl 
white. 

• For Tortoiseshell – Base Gold, Raw 

Sienna, Reddish brown (rose madder or 

mixture of burnt sienna with cadmium 

red), darker brown (e.g. Mixture burnt 

sienna and raw umber), (optional a light 

touch of very dark colour sparingly), 

yellow oxide, watery coat of iridescent 

gold.  (Optional – for a different effect use 

drops of Isocol on dark brown only to 

disburse paint instead of tissue.) 

• For a Pale Pastel – Base White followed 

by (eg  apricot, aqua, pearl white) 

• Or try your own choice of colours.  

 Happy experiments. 
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HOUSEHOLD TIP 

WWWWARDROBESARDROBESARDROBESARDROBES    

Go through your wardrobe once or twice a year 
to weed out those items you no longer wear or 
are worn out. Take them to a charity store.  

If shirts and jackets keep sliding off their 
hangers, slip an elastic band around each end of 
the hanger. 

Fabric conditioner sheets will banish smells.  
Put one at the bottom of the laundry basket. 
Hang them in the wardrobe to keep clothes 
smelling fresh. 
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Office Bearers 2015/2016  

 

President 
 

Heather Lihou 
Phone: 3205 1943 

 

Vice-President 
 

Ineke Baillie-van der Kraan 

Phone: 0419 677 890 

E: ineke@inekepat.net 

 

Secretary 
 

Barbara Chapple 

Phone: 3359 8937 

E: grahamandbarbara@dodo.com.au 
 

Treasurer  

   

Carol Carpendale 

Phone: 3353 2927 

E: c-jcarp@bigpond.net.au 

 

 

Website www.decoupageqld.org 

 

Today is yesterday’s tomorrow! 

Don’t Worry,               Be Happy 


