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President’s  Column
Workshop–Caloundra Group – 31 October, 20011

The girls of the Sunshine Coast wanted to make the most of Sue’s skills and invited her to do a workshop for them at their October meeting at the beautiful Craft Centre they are lucky to have the use of in Caloundra.  Sue suggested they do a photo frame, which was agreed, but they also wanted to learn how to do luminaries.  After a lot of work and preparation the Group had a really wonderful day.  About a dozen members did their luminaries in the morning and frame in the afternoon.   At the Centre there is a wonderful craft outlet which is manned by volunteers.  All work has to be of a high standard and is well priced.  If you ever get the chance to visit the Centre it is well worth it.  Needless to say Sue and I did some Christmas shopping.  The ladies at the Coast are a wonderful group and while we were there we, hopefully, talked Dot into coming down to do a painting workshop at one of our meetings this year - keep working on her Val!!!
[image: image2.jpg]



Caloundra Workshop – October 2011

Craft Show October 2011 
Thanks to the volunteers who manned our area at the Craft Show – I felt it was well worth it.  We did decide that we needed only 2 volunteers per session as this takes pressure off having to be there if everyone is busy.  The raffle went well and the results were:

Marion (our own member who really worked hard selling tickets) – 1st prize – 
jug

Julie, Coorparoo – 2nd prize – box

Elizabeth, Nanango – 3rd prize – fan

All were very pleased to have received their prize and Elizabeth sent back a beaded bracelet – which we can decide how to use for the Guild at the next meeting.

Soap Workshop – November 2011
As a result of the Craft Show names were taken for a Soap Workshop to be held in November.  We took quite a lot of names and from that we had about 15 new people to try Decoupage.  Thanks to all the volunteers, we had a great morning and I am sure it was enjoyed by those who attended.  Hopefully we will get a few new ones, but I feel we will have to chase up to keep the enthusiasm growing.  The photos are of some of the results of the morning and a few of the ones who enjoyed themselves.  I feel days like this are one of the best days to try and expand our membership.  After the workshop we had lunch at the Library Café as a “break-up”. 
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Soap Workshop – November 2011

2012 – Happy New Year
I hope all members had a wonderful Festive Season and the New Year will be a happy and healthy one –
with lots of good decoupage flowing and happy social times.  

I feel one of our first priorities is to get our Web Site up to date.  I got the details from Val’s daughter and we will work on it.  We did advise all the new ones at the Soap Workshop that they could look on the Internet and see our prospective dates for the New Year.

The dates for this year will be listed at the February meeting (19th) and discussion for workshops will be decided.  Dates for social days and venues will also be set.  Talking about social days we had a wonderful day in Toowoomba – hosted by Sue and Roger, although Roger did head off to golf!!!  Thanks Sue.

Crows Nest – March 2012 
The “Secretary’s Jottings” have all the information regarding this event, plus other 2012 information.  The weekend workshop is well worthwhile and please consider coming along.  The area at the Crows Nest Caravan Park has been booked – all we need is attendees.  The workshop really rekindles the inclination to go home and do some work – it also gives enough time to work on and finish entries into the RNA Show.  The social side is pretty good as well.
Di Loxton, President

Secretary’s Jottings 

HAPPY NEW DECOUPAGE YEAR!  I trust that the Holiday Season has left you fully refreshed and inspired for the busy Decoupage Year ahead.

As I “put pen to paper” we are about to depart to complete some DIY jobs for our daughter in Canberra and will be away until the end of January.  So, as you probably are as well, I am looking forward to hearing exactly what is being planned for the February 19th meeting.

Following 2 weeks later (March 2-4) arrangements had been made with the Crows Nest Caravan Park (4698 1269) for the DGQ Live-in-Workshop.  Four cabins have been booked in the name of Decoupage Guild – please phone the park and confirm your cabin.  However since making these arrangements, I have been advised that the Park restaurant will be closed permanently and the space will be used as a recreational area.  This should not affect Guild activities, except that for the meal on Saturday evening the next best option would be the local Hotel which apart from not being on site we can recommend.  I suggest you book your accommodation ASAP, and should there not be sufficient participants or for any other reason cancellations can be made after the meeting.

Time is NOW to have in mind our projects for inclusion in the Exhibition at the Chermside Library, as well as for the 2012 EKKA.  We all have a busy time ahead to ensure that these ventures are successful.  It was hoped to book the glass cases at the Library in June/July to promote the Exhibition, but they were unavailable until August for which they have been booked.

DGQ member Judith Madden had been requested to share some of her innovative ideas with us at the AGM in August, but it seems her diary is very full and the only possibility may be in June (depending on the Craft Show Date) – so we look forward to a positive outcome then.

I know our President Di has some good ideas to fill the Guild calendar for 2012, so please mark the meeting dates and social days in your diary and make 2012 a 

VERY SUCCESSFUL & INSPIRING DECOUPAGE YEAR

Barbara Chapple (Secretary)  
 “OLD AGE”

The other day a young person asked me how I felt about being old.  I was taken aback…for I do not think of myself as old.  Upon seeing my reaction, she was immediately embarrassed, but I explained that it was an interesting question and I would ponder it and let her know.

Old age…I decided was a GIFT.  I am now, probably for the first time in my life, the person I have always wanted to be.  Oh, not my body!  I sometimes despair over my body; the wrinkles, the baggy eyes and the sagging butt, I am often taken aback by the older person that lives in my mirror, but I don’t agonise over these things too long.

I would never trade my amazing friends, my wonderful life, my loving family for less grey hair or a flatter belly.  As I’ve aged, I have become kinder to myself and less critical of myself.  I have become my own friend.  I don’t chide myself for eating that extra cookie, or for not making my bed, or for that silly cement gecko that I did not need, but looks so avante garde on my patio.  I am entitled to overeat, to be messy, to be extravagant.

I have seen too many friends leave this world too soon; before they understood the great freedom that comes with ageing.  Whose business is it if I choose to read, play on the computer until 4am and sleep until noon?  I will dance with myself to those wonderful tunes of the 60’s, and if, at the time, wish to weep over a lost love…I will.

I will walk the beach in a swim suit that is stretched over my bulging body and will dive into the waves with abandon if I choose to, despite the pitying glances from the bikini set.  They, too, will get old.  I know I am sometimes forgetful, but there again, some of life is just as well forgotten…and I eventually remember the important things.

Sure, over the years my heart has been broken; how can your heart not break when you lost a loved one, or when a child suffers, or even when a beloved pet passes away.  But broken hearts are what give us strength, understanding and compassion.  A heart never broken 

is pristine and sterile and will never know the joy of being imperfect.

I am so blessed to have lived long enough to have my hair turn grey, and to have my youthful laughs be forever etched into deep grooves on my face.  So many have died before their hair could turn silver and laugh lines etched.

I can say ‘no’ and mean it; I can say ‘yes’ and mean it.  As you get older it is easier to be positive.  You care less about what other people think.  I don’t question myself anymore. 

So, to answer your question, I like being old.  It has set me free; I like the person I have become.  I am not going to live forever, but while I am still here, I will not waste time lamenting what could have been, or worrying about what will be; I shall eat dessert every single day.

(Author Unknown; I can relate to some of the thoughts of the author and look forward to the time when I get “old” – I am working on it.  Di)
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